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MR. FILNER: Mr. Spegker, | rise
today to speak on this motion to
instruct the conferees on the energy
bill. ~ Mr. Speaker, sometimes the
Republican Party is caled the GOP.
Well, | often wondered what that
meant. It is clear from this energy bill
that it means gas, oil and petroleum.
And my motion would instruct the
conferees to strike a section of H.R. 6,
which represents a shameless payback
to the oil and gas companies of this
Nation.

This section, if my colleagues can
believe it, Mr. Speaker, grants oil and
gas companies a free pass from
complying with the Clean Water Act, a
free pass from complying with one of
the mgjor environmental laws that was

(over)

passed in the 1970s. Under this
section, oil and gas development and
production sites, oil and gas
development and production sites and
construction sites do not have to worry
about what their activities are doing to
our water supply. No other industry in
America gets this exemption; only the
oil and gas devel opment and production
industry.  And, they are under no
obligation to control storm water runoff
that would sully our beautiful lakes,
rivers, and streams, and they suffer no
consegquences.

It must be nice for the oil and gas
companies to have friends like that in
Congress and in the White House,
especidly when these friends are
members of the magority party, the



GOP, gas, ol and petroleum, who,
rather than dealing with the messy
process we so often revere here and
hold up as a model of democracy in the
world, smply block out all those who
would disagree with them. Heaven
forbid anybody would bring up
objections about the heath of our
water, not to mention the health of our
people. The majority party, gas, oil and
petroleum, has blocked out any
dissenters right from the beginning on
thisbill.

One of my colleagues, the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
Markey), tried to introduce an
amendment to strike this section, but he
was ruled out of order and, get this,
because the Committee on Energy and
Commerce said it was not under their
jurisdiction, but it was under the
jurisdiction of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, but
that Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure never considered the bill.
Talk about a Catch-22. And attemptsto
remove it on the floor of this House
were thwarted by the Committee on
Rules.

It is widely acknowledged that the
majority did not allow the minority to

participate, even in the conference
committee, where the Senate and House
meet to deal with their differences. So
there was never a chance for honest
debate of this section. Thisis what we
cal as a model for the world, a
democracy.

So what do we have now, Mr.
Speaker? A situation where oil and gas
companies will be able to pollute our
waters so that our children and
grandchildren will not be able to use
them. Our waters will be spoiled, our
health will be threatened, but that is
okay. We do not need clean water
anyway, as long as we have our oail.
And any suggestions that we invest
more in renewable energies or in
cleaner energies al were thrown out,
and the handouts to the oil companies
just keep getting bigger and bigger.

Right now, | encourage my
colleagues to stop this insult to the
environment and to the democratic
process. We ought to vote “yes’ on
this motion to instruct and not to let the
oil and gas companies pollute our
waterways, and we should let the
Nation know that we care about clean
water.



